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~~i·:.~~.Ancl See.WI:'• Sala-es . ·: 
" · R1VIA ~mi of the . year1; .What can-. J 

~ _ East Ham~onites put Oil a nagpole? The:. , ' 
• query began last year ln tilt' village wheri 

; ,,. ; Morp.n Ralik put more .Ptan a flag ~ his 
r"" ~gpole. An "Americah primitive art,, dealer. Mr • . · 
~ -.Jank decided to. add some "Am~ .. prtmltiv~· 
.~·-. •rt" to the landscape. In front of his bulldin& he 
•• ad constructed a 20-foot-high flagpole, on the top 
~- wbt~ is perched a 6-foot-tan "life size" wQO(len 

4 ·berJeck. · : . .· •. 
Mf. Rank· and many £ast J{amptonttes. includ

~ "'i:n "the checkout at the A.&P./' he says, love tt. 
· icials of the VHlage. government . and many 

}i r East flamptonites, they say, hate it. lberein 
I JleS the tale: • . 
t Jn 1987, When Mr.- Rank decided to put up the 
• ; ,uagpole fiith its conltovetsial ''f.inial,H as.~ tpp ij;t-a JJa&POJe ~he ..teQuested and ed a 
~; rmtt ftcin vmage.~ut ~s soon as . Ytllage 
? ~ thers -sa the huge lumberjack with the Ameri- · . 
: --~n .flag flying at. its feet, they knew It had to go, 
•\ti.lid _the village administrator, ' Larry-.tantwell. 
f,.t"'e've ~ working d~cades to , mUitain an 
~~ftOrit cha(a"Cter and appearance to the down:
"~ rea:"-M said. ~·If we don't keep a handle on· 
~tt \ve'll end up With a flea market on Main Streiet" • 
..... -~ So .last summer the Village ·Board adopted a 
~~ •gpoft ·orc11nance, which - on this nobody dis- . 
J:.J,grees - was passed to get rid of M~. Rank's 
·~~mberjack. The new Jap states th11t flagpoles in· 
l·,·· the viJlage can't be over. 35 feet high and-that ·the 
(il'nial on top can't exceed 12 inches in height. ~less 
~1h an eagle, which can be 18 inches. That. the 
r .. Village government thought, should be the end. of 
~ -Mr. Rank's lumberjack. - : · . 

But, according to Mt. 'Rank, they miscalculated. 
__ Qis flagpole was ohly 20 feet high; and even· with 

the legendary lumberjack on top it was only 26 feet 
high .So a few months ago Mr. Rank added an ; 
extension to bis .flagpole. Now· the lumberjack is no 

!". longer on top, and therefore no longer a finial.. And · 
. i: the American flag is ffytng above the lumberjack 
1':not below it And-that Mr. ~ank thought, shQlild be 
l"tbe end of q.e government's problem with his 
,...,, fiagpat~. i :_ . · . • · 
:=;..;: But, according to-Mr. Cantwell, Mr! Rank mlsca-
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lulated. He should have received approval fro the 
-..rDesign Review Board for .altering his flag~ and~ . . 

besides, Mr. ~twell added, ·the figure • the ~- TheNewYorkTimet/RamesbwarDaa 

~ flllagpole conStltutes advertising. ··1be m~ II M- R kb th fl · I 'd 
ntJeing. turned over tQ ~ the village's · al . organ . an _ y e agpo e ou~1 e 

. attome~.·· he '8id. and tf t.tr. -Rank doesn't . his . ·-his shop m East .Hampton. · 
- ! -lumberjack _,.d his pole down S()Ol1, he could face a · · . 

· t a50 daily fine. . ,· · : - · · • . · · • - , · l 

. _:-. Mr. Rank says the lumberjack and polewnJ stay St,.• ' 
-::: ~cause artistic freedom is at stake •. ••1n a com mu- ., · 
":, '.Jftjty· of so many artists, it9s incredible that this f 

IOina on," he 8-hl "But then there are some bi this · 
~wn who feel if tnloesn't come from Ethata Allen 
cot Caklor•s, they don't understand why someone , 

'•"'WOUid buy it., .' " . . ~ , · I 
-1..._t..LJ...-_ --' ' ' 


