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Gardiner^s Island Leased By Sportsmen
* * . * * *

Bayberry Ventures Corporation Takes Over 3,300 Acres For Exclusive Hunting Preserve-Eight

By EUXICB TELFEK JUCKETT
A 3,300 acre island believed to be 

the only English royal grant to 
have remained in the hands of the 
original family for more than 300 
years has a new tenant. A group 
of sportsmen who have formed a 
corporation called Bayberry Ven­
tures, has taken over the Gardi­
ner’s Island lease of sportsman 
Marion C Gale who in 1952 sub­
let the island from another well- 
known sportsman, Winston Guest. 
Mr Guest in 1938 had taken over 
the Clarence Mackay lease which 
began in 1920.

According to George Starke of 
East Hampton and New York who 
is president of Bayberry Ventures, 
Inc the new lease, the shortest of 
any of the leases negotiated since 
1920 when the Gardiner family de­
cided they no longer wished to 
make their home on the island, 
will run until March 1, 1956. Follow­
ing the policy of previous lease 
holders the island will be used as 
an exclusive hunting preserve, al­
though at present there are no 
pl.ans for stocking game as wa.s 
done in the days of the Mackay

Minutes By Plane From East Hampton Airport

Aerial photo of 28 - room manor house built in 1949.
lease when game birds were im­
ported from all over the world and 
a large staft of bird handlers was

quartered on the island during the 
fall hunting season. Because of the 
island’s isolation and this .previous

—J-uckett
stocking, the preserve Is well sup­
plied with pheasant, grouse, wood- 
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Fred Glander (left) of *1',^p T $300
fund-raising ® ^"ad'^M n"ght is Blair »I
Sultolk Hospita " » ho"p.laL-Stalf PkotoJ
Patterson^_a^s5a^.i!^^_^^ )
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r.r>Mr and all manner of ducKS, 
making it ideal for sport shooting 

Gardiner’s Island is an irregula 
trSl of land which has over mne
miles of shoreline although It n
less than three miles wide at Us 
wid.-st point. It lies twelve miles 
south of Connecticut a"d three 
mili-s from the southern fork ol 
T one Island at East Hampton.Ti!o fi^^e of the first English set­
tlement in New York State, the for­
mer Isle of Wight has been in the 
po.ssc.ssion of the 
sinec 1339 when the first Lion O 
diner, an engineer was sent ^om 
Holland to build Saybrook Fort at 
the mouth of the Connecticut River, 
Learning of the island Gar^nop lu- 
soeeted it, called it , an island 
paradise” and purchased it from 
the Indians for "ten coates of trad 
Ing cloath.” This purchase wM 
backed up by a royal. S^ant fro 
Charles I of England, and the is 
land was re-named Gardiners Is-

'^'Although the town of East 
Hamjton was settled '"^648, nine 
vears after Gardiner ‘^'’^^blishcd a 
thatchi;d manor house on his is

pi” ‘AVhai5~Cliff” “E®^8le

fh3 no^tobacco has been grown, 
pn the island within white man s 
memorv) have witnessed many m" 
teresting events of varying histori-
'"®in“l6M'Ktain Kidd, after bury- 
m; in ^erry Tree Swamp treasure 
whi S cLafned among other Ite-. 
bags of gold dust, coined ®h
ver coin unpolished gems. Cor 
neliar rings, silver buttons Jinc 
amps presented Mrs Mary Kmf 
LSe^ wife of the 4th propri­
etor, John Gardiner, '“^'th a pi^o o 
cloth of gold and departed for 
ton where he was arrested. M 
Gardiner returned the treasure 
the authorities in Boston and th 
receipt which he demanded is stiU 
n^tence. This BhouM serve as a 

wet blanket for would-be fortune 
hunters, who, although w^^ 
numerous no trespassing signs stm 
norsist in landing on the islands 
lorcly beaches and attempting , t
locate Kidd’s pirate treasure.^^

Gardiner’s Island remains today 
much as it was in colonial days. An 
antique windmill near the boat 
^sin barns and farmhouses set 
in a cleared area b^ow the^ m^

ini'iavvra ____ —- ■ •b^iroTThe island, was erected by ^

1953. ' - t

vears aircr ud.-pp' - ^ pipared area oenj« —thatched manor house on h s v,pnse and a fisherman s shack on
ianeb Gardiner’s iBland remained house and buildings,
a completely independent and a far e
p^acticaUy self-sufficient cornmumty^T^^^^ fmv^roads ^
for many years. ''er day ^ coaches
Gardin.-r are used. The island has itsTX‘,"describes tlm island as hav^ 
irio- two thousand loads of hay 
stSred in the barns each autumm 
three hundred cattle grazing 
Vunny pastures and ten times M 
many sheep. The island dmry pro­
duced Initter in large quantities 
and cheese production averaged as 
many as twenty pounds per day 
for the season. The lord of the mLl rarely stabled >css tha^ six- 
tv of the finest horses and raised 
annually a hundred bogs, ^pen- 
ters, tanners, weavers and tm

,::s s,x;s,»r'is
cd about in great "“'"bers and a 
large herd of deer roamed at will 
amonff the old trocs. jDuring the past three hundred
years the island h,as acquired con­
siderable lore and ^'“hTck-
sections, known as .Hoopole Thick

days a^risTThrisVand has its
S water and electricaL syrtems^
A ten minute jeep ride from the 
^aniTr house is an airstrip to ac­
commodate planes ; "taking th 
eight minute flight from the East 
nlmpton Airport .'Tbc’c 's 
protected boat basin a^d 
the airstrip have Bolved the trans 
portation problern whjeh has 
nlaaued the island residents since 
the davs when a bonfire on the 
beach lit Fireplace aignallc^ a boat­
man. Since telephone 
had linked the island rvtth East 
Hampton was broken 
1938 hurricane, a flag is used y 
in much the same manner as the 
bonfire, only the flag 
ing aeroplane pilots rather
*^°A "twenty-eight room m a nor 
house, built in 1949 to replace the 
colonial manor which was burned 
in 1947 will accommodate t n e 
sportsmen daring ‘bjiir visits to the 
island. The house, the fourth to be


