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j I enjoyed my conversation with you this morning, and as a new 

Garden Club President it wa s gratifying to me to hear of your intention 

t o entrust the Water ®arden and the Nature Trail for future years to the 

Garden Club . 

As I explained to you this morning I am a novice in relation to many 

of the Garden Club problems and I was perplexed at the prospect of keeping 

up these two Gardens both as to the financial and continuity angle. 

You have so kindly reassured me of your intention to assist us 

financially during the years to come and would we trust in a distant future 

so express your wishes by will . 

Judge Edwards will I am sure be able to suggest the best method 

by which to convey 

that at one time a 

this property to t~lub'~~~ You will recall 

suggestion was made to ~ej ~; ~roperties to a group 

" of three or five club members to hold as trustees or joint tenants for the 

club as we are not incorporated . Such Trustees to be selected by you 

I am sending you this letter 

consult Judge Edwards before leaving East Hampton • If I can be of any 

assistance to him or to you with further details or a survey of the land 

which I think we have it will be a pleasure to help. 

It is indeed gratifying to think how much East Hampton will benefit 

by this gift Of fOUrs . '()~r ~~(i ~~l,..t'J.... 

~aJ'02J~~~ c 
• 
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East Ham£!~ Nature Trail 

The committee for the care and supervision 
.-.of the Nature Trail is a unit in itself. It is 
~composed of several Park Commissioners appointed 

by the Mayor, also appointed representatives 
from the Garden Club of East Hampton, The Eastern 
Gate Garden Club and the L.V.I.S. 

The major work of maintaining the trail is 
done by village men under the direction of the 
Village Superintendant of Highways who is now 
Bruce Collins; and under the guidance of the 
Nature Trail Committee. 

The Nature Trail's funds are held in an 
account by the Garden Club of East Hampton. 
These funds are used for ·improvements on the 
duck feeding station, for the shrine and for 
hurricane damage. Once during a hurricane forty 
trees were uprooted. 

The purpose of the Nature Trail Committee 
is to coordinate the operation of the representativ~ 
from the different organizations in the maintenance 
and preservation of the trail and to be available 
for consultation to the Village Board of East 
Hampton for any project concerning this unspoiled 
land. 

The Nature Trail and Bird Sanchuary has 
been called by same The Garden of Peace. One 
man who returned from the war wrote Mrs. Hopkinson 
a letter about how he regained peace of mind 
by walking there every day during a visit in 
East Hampton. 

The property consists of twenty-three acres. 
In 1934 Mrs. Lorenzo Woodhouse loaned ten acres 
to The Garden Club of East Hampton; seventeen 
years before it was given to the village. Eight 
acres were given by a Mrs . Roger Donahue in 1951 
in memory of her husband and this was added to the 
fifteen given by Mrs. Woodhouse, ten of which 
had originally been loaned to the Garden Club. 

a Two years ago Miss May Rogers gave anot~er 1/8 
..,of an acre which extends the property from Egypt 

.-----·. Lane to Fythian . The trail was officially opened 
to the public in 1942 . · 



The Garden Club of Ea:~t Hampton had worked on 
it for eight years un:ier the supervision of Mrs. 

A William Lockwood who ,~as president of the Garden 
~ Club of America and a president of our club 

too. Under Mrs. Lockw•>ods' guidance they ·laid 
out a plan for the paths and wild flowers. This 
beautiful piece of l~ld is traversed by a lovely 
stream and in the nor·~h end there is woodland 
that has never been cleared. 

A few pairs of wood duck were added to the 
wild ducks by a Mr. rutd Mrs. LeRoy King who 
used to feed them eveJ~Y winter until they both 
died. The memorial bench was put in by the garden 
clubs in thei r memory i: many ducks breed there 
now and are a great joy to the children who are 
constantly feeding thHm. 

The origi nal St. Francis shrine was given 
in memory of Mr. and lira. Chester Cloud and 
many Ill memorial tree~1 have been planted in the 
north side of the tratL. 

I am sure everyo:r:.e in East Hampton realizes 
what an inspi r ation Mrs. Russell Hopkinson has 
been. She has worked very hard and has headed 
the village committee for over twenty years. 
It is obvious how much concern and care Mrs. 
Hopki nson has always l:.ad for this beautiful, 
peaceful spot that we are so lucky to have in 
our village . 

1978-compiled by Mrs. E. Coe Kerr e (Nature Trail Chairman··Garden Club of East Hampton) 

n 
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Garden Club Has 
Special Meeling 
For Nalure· Trail 

Miss Eloise Luquer· Gives. 
WUd Flower Talk Before 
Members and Guests 

Over fifty children, and many 
more than that number of adults, 
were guests of the Garden Club of 
East Hampton on Tuesday afternoon, 
when new Nature Trails at the foot 
of David Lane were opened ta the 
public, Mayor Judson Banister and 
other members of the Village Board, 
members of the Ladies' Village Im­
provement Society and their yaung 
people, Girl and Boy Scouts, 
Brownies, and Cubs were among 
those attending. At 3 o'clock the 
guests went through the new trails, 
added this spring to those already 
opened in the land given to the com­
munity by Mrs. Lorenzo E. Wood­
house and maintained by the Gar­
den Club. A "quiz" was given the 
children, who wrote down names 
of flowers and shrubs which they 
recognized; prizes 'were awarded at 
the close of the afternoon. . 

Prizes were given by groups, the 
winners being: Boys, 11 to 16 years, 
1st, Melville King, 16, with 23 an­
swers; 2nd, Dennis Bennett, 13 years, 
with 16 correct answers. 

Girls, 11 to 16 years, winners 
tied, Doris Collins, 15 years, and 
Jeannette Loper, 16 years, each with 
18 correct answers. Honorable men­
tion, Jane Bennett 12 years, Betty 
Spencer, 12 years, Eleanor Osborne, 
11 years, each with 17 correct an­
swers. 

Under 11 years, 1st Averill Day­
ton, 8 years; 1st, Peggy Nugent, 8 
years, each with 14 correct answers; 
2nd, Patty King, 7¥.! years, with 12 
correct answers; Honorable Mention, 
Tommy Elliott, 10 years, with 11 cor­
rect answers. 

At 4 o'clock everyone assembled 
in the Laboratory Theatre for a de­
lightful talk on wild flowers by 
Miss Eloise Luquer of Bedford, N. 
Y. The speaker was preceded by in­
troductory remarks by Miss Mar­
guerite Hoguet, Garden Club presi­
dent, and Mrs. William A. L9ck­
wood, chairman of the Nature" 't'rail 
Committee, which also includes Mrs. 

Continued on Page 2 

r Garden Club Has Special 
Meeting For Nature TraU 

of 'ferns; up to 100 years ago people 
used to say that fairies sowed fern 
seed. She told of rushes that con-
tain mineral, silica, and were for­

Continued. from Page One merly used in cleaning silver; and of 

and Mmes. Russell Hopkinson, Har- those rush seeds which explode like 
fireworks in the warmth of the hand. ry L. Jefferys, Arthur H. Terry Jr., 
Describing the evolution of plant 

'H. Allen Wardle, Lorenzo E. Wood- life from reeds to trees, Miss Luquer 
house, and. Miss Maria Knox; with j said that this study re-affirms our 
Frank Eldredge and Dr. William T. faith that human beings too will 
Helmuth Jr. as consultants. Mrs. evolve upward, into something bet· 
Lockwood described the many gifts ter. 
of Mrs. Woodhouse to this commun- Instead of pressing flowers in her 
ity; this latest gif~ affording ev~ry-1 yauth, Miss Luquer said, she began 
one an opportumty to . appreciate painting them from life. A represen• 
Nature, that greatest artist of all. tative collection of her wild-flower 

Miss Luquer is a descendant of paintings was shown at the back of 
William Payne, first master of Clin- the stage as she talked. She spoke 
ton Academy and father of John of the meaning of plant names, go­
Howar~. Payne. She described her ing back to Aristotle's botany of 370 
first visit to East Hampton at the B. c. She pointed out the various 
age of four, when she was brought families of flowers and those that 
here for the sea bathing. Her bath- should be "enjoy~d but not de­
ing suit, descr~bed amusingly, is still stroyed" and others, very common 
kept as a family m.emento. Her talk composite flowers like the daisy and 
enthralled her audience, young and dandelion which may be picked free· 
old ali~e. Mrs .. Lockwood: in her in- ly. Conservation, she pointed out, 
~roduct~on, sa1d that Miss Luq~er is only common sense. If people real­
IS ch~1rman of the Conservation ly love things, they will want to 
Committee of the Garden Club of save them. She described how vari-· 
America; she has spoken to clubs ous wild flowers in this country have 
and groups of children in 36 states; come from overseas. She told how 
she is known ~s the Flower Lady, plants react to their surroundings: 
and her own village of ~edford has ("They do everything that we do, 
a wonderful Nature Trail. but talk"). She described a simple 
Wi~d flowers, she said, have been process by which seed and plant 

her hfe~ong hobby; they are always changes may be watctled, by putting 
good fnends, never go back on you. ·seeds in cotton batting and keeping 
Her father was for 53 years Rector them moist. 
of Bedford Church. She found 265 She ended her talk with a poem 
varieties of wild flowers growing on 

iearned in childhood, and just as 
~i~~ !~:~~~-!~~:o::Ji~~dt;~~ :~~~ valuable for today'i> children to 

know: be covered by their horse and buggy. 
These specimens were identified and 
studied around the one lamp and 
center table during the quiet eve­
nings. (Electric lights, Miss Luquer 
said, have done more than anything 
else to break up family life.) 

She traced plant life back to the 
creation; going from lichens and 
mosses through the ferns and rushes, 
stopping to give some hint to her 
hearers of the pleasure each form of 
plant life can afford t• those who 
give it time. Watching moss'es come 
to flower and seed, she said, can 
give indoor pleasure all through the 
spring. She described the seeding 

It doesn't take money, as many sup• 
pose, 

To enjoy the good things of this 
earth. 

The best of its treasures· are free to 
those 

Who know how to value their worth. 
The sweetest of music the l)frd's tu Itt 

sing, 
The loveliest flowers grow wifd'; 
The freshest of waters gusfr out of 

the spring, · 

All free to man, woman amr cli.iid. 
The afternoon ended with the 

serving of punch, sandwiChes- and 
cake in the beautiful water· garden. 
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Opening Day Of 
Nature Trall Here 
Tuesday. July 7 

The members of the Ladies' Vil­
lage Improvement Society and their 
young people are cordially invited 
by Mrs. Lorenzo E. Woodhouse and 
the Garden Club of East Hampton 
to attend the opening day of the 
Nature Trail on Tuesday, July 7, at 
3 o'clock. 

The members of the Village and 
School Boards, Scoutmasters, Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts have also been 
invited to attend. 

The Nature 'Trail will be open af­
ter July 7 to the public; for their 
enjoyment of the wooded paths and 
the quiet stream, of this secluded 
section of East Hampton. 

Mrs. Woodhouse has again demon­
strated her interest in our village 
and has generously entrusted this 
property to · the Garden Club to 
maintain, for the pleasure and in­
struction of all those who are in­
tested in the preservation of native 
growth and the protection of birds. 

On the opening afternoon, start­
ing at David Lane, there will be 
walks through the trail and through 
Mrs. Woodhouse's fascinating Orien-

tal garden, with its irises and pond 
lilies, offering a delightful contrast 
to the Nature Trail. 

Mr. Rollins has loaned the Labora­
tory Theatre for the afternoon and 
Miss Eloise Luquer will speak there 
at 4 o'clock on '"Little Known Facts 
about Wild Flowers" and will show 
her paintings. Miss Luquer belongs 
to the Payne family of East Hamp­
ton, her great grandfather, William 
Payne, being one of the first prin­
cipals of Clinton Academy. 

Following the lecture refresh­
ments will be served. For the amuse­
ment of the younger people plants 
and shrubs in the trail will be num­
bered. Prizes will be given to those 
identifying the greatest nurriber of 
shrubs. 

NATURE AND PEACE 
The Garden Club of East Hamp­

ton has grown in scope year by year 
since its "founding in 1914; and while 
its membership is purposely limited 
to a fairly small group of close 
friends, its work embraces the en­
tire community. East Hampton has 
enjoyed its Flower Shows; its Door­
yard Garden prizes have encouraged 
home gardeners and given pleasure 
to passers-by along our lanes and 
highways. Young people here have 
been invited, on several occasions, 
to hear nature talks given by experts 
and sponsored by the Garden Club. 

This year's program has already 
included two meetings to which the 
club invited guests from the year- , 
round village. On June 23, members 
of the Eastern Gate Garden Club 
were invited to hear a talk on soil, 
given by Thomas H. Everest of the 
New York Botanical Garden. On 
Tuesday of this week, L. V. I. S. 
members and a large number of 
young people were Garden Club 
guests at the opening of bea4tiful 
new Nature Trails at the foot of 
David Lane, given by Mrs. Lorenzo 
E. Woodhouse and maintained by 
the Garden Club; then everyone eh­
joyed a delightfully lively and in­
formative talk on wild flowers by 
Miss Eloise Luquer, collateral rela­
tive of John Howara Payne. Next 
week, in Clinton Academy Garden, 
there will be a party, not open to 
thy public, but commemorating a 
public gift; in which the Garden 
Club is deeply concerned. Mrs. The­
ron G. Strong's unique collection of 
lilies, now in bloom there, was plan­
ted and tended by the Garden Club; 
the lilies and the labor of love are 
both a permanent gift to our village. 
When she put her affairs in order and 
sold her house, last year, Mrs. Strong 
did not plan to be in East Hampton 
this summer. But the Garden Club, 
of which she is a charter member, 
persuaded her to return from Edgar­
town, Mass. for their party in her 
honor. Mrs. Strong planned the 
"Friendship Garden" at the East 
Hampton Free Library, and now the 
lily garden at Clinton Academy 
makes another beautiful, restful spot 
in the heart of the village. 

We are deeply indebted to the 
Garden Club of East Hampton, for 
its stress of lasting values in 
troubled times. 

• . 
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